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The Twenty-Seventh Sunday after Pentecost Rev, Carl F. Thrun
Rolling Meadows - 1978

/ IN NOMINE JESU

I THESSALONIANS 3: 7-13

Nov. 19
Today is the anniversary of the birthday of BILLY SUNDAY -- you remember, that "hell-fi:

and brimstone" evangelist who at the turn of the Century tried to "shut down" Chicago
because of its vice, and crime, and corruption. It is said that he gained many converts
and relentless
by his repeateiﬂfmphasiu on IMPENDING JUDGMENT and the IMMINENT RETURN OF CHRIST to
establish His Kingdom and banish evil doers to the flaming fires of hell and eternal
torment........ Well, I am not at all sure just how effective BILLY SUNDAY'S SERMONS
were -- using SCARE TACTICS, as he did, to bring about REPENTANCE and put the FEAR (F
GOD into otherwise irreligious people. But I do know this -- and it is as sure as

"death and taxes" -- the DAY OF RECKONING AND JUDGMENT will come. It may be SOON or

LATE -- but IT WILL COME., It WILL COME for each of us.

That is the point of the Lessons for today. The Word of the Lord comes to Jeremiah and
says: "STAND IN THE COURT OF THE LORD'S HOUSE, AND SPEAK TO ALL THE CITIES OF JUDAH
WHICH COME TO WORSHIP IN THE HOUSE OF THE LORD ALL THE WORDS THAT I COMMAND YOU TO SPEAK
TO THEM; DO NOT HOLD BACK A WORD, IT MAY BE THEY WILL LISTEN, AND EVERY ONE TURN FROM
HIS EVIL WAY, THAT I MAY REPENT OF THE EVIL WHICH I INTEND TO DO TO THEM BECAUSE (F THEIR

EVIL DOINGS." And in today's Gospel Lesson, Jesus tells His disciples about the

impending destruction of the Temple in Jerusalem: "TRULY, I SAY TO YOU, THERE WILL NOT BE

IEFT HERE ONE STONE UPON ANOTHER, THAT WILL NOT BE THROWN DOWN.” And then Jesus goes on





to describe what lies in store for them: "THEY WILL DELIVER YOU UP TO TRIBULATION, AND
PUT YOU TO DEATH; AND YOU WILL BE HATED BY ALL NATIONS FOR MY NAME'S SAKE, AND THEN
MANY WILL FALL AWAY, AND BETRAY ONE ANOTHER, AND HATE ONE ANOTHER.....AND BECAUSE WICKEL

NESS IS MULTIPLIED, MOST MEN'S LOVE WILL GROW COLD,"

In our text St. Paul is very anxious that this does not happen to the Christians at
Thessalonica. With a truly pastoral heart he hopes to be able to visit them soon and
"SEE them FACE TO FACE" and, as he says, 'SUPPLY WHAT IS LACKING IN their FAITH."” And
then the apostle offers this prayer: '""MAY THE LORD MAKE YOU INCREASE AND ABOUND IN LOVE
TO ONE ANOTHER AND TO ALL MEN, AS WE DO TO YOU, SO THAT HE MAY ESTABLISH YOUR HEARTS

UNBLAMABLE IN HOLINESS BEFORE OUR GOD AND FATHER, AT THE COMING OF OUR LORD JESUS WITH

ALL HIS SAINTS."

You see, the FINAL JUDGMENT is really nothing to be afraid of -- at least not for those

who have "ESTABLISHed their HEARTS UNBLAMABLE IN HOLINESS BEFORE their GOD AND FATHER."

And just think of the BLESSED REUNION with our loved ones, our dear dead, "AT THE COMING
ga—=——= —_—

OF OUR LORD JESUS WITH ALL HIS SAINTS."

Who are these "SAINTS'" -- these whose hearts are "UNBLAMABLE IN HOLINESS BEFORE their

GOD AND FATHER?" You know the answer as well as I do. It is not really by any "WORKS"





which we have done. "BY HIS MERCY HE SAVED US.," =~ "BY THE WASHING OF REGENERATION AND
RENEWING OF THE HOLY SPIRIT."” Who are these "SAINTS" coming with Christ at the Last
Judgment? St. John tells us: "THESE ARE THEY WHO HAVE COME OUT OF THE GREAT TRIBULATION

THEY HAVE WASHED THEIR ROBES AND MADE THEM WHITE IN THE BLOOD OF THE LAMB."

Jwrt ,ﬁoﬂd/féﬂ/ /é“ :
m&:&m‘ It is based on some other words from the great

apostle Paul: "FOR ME TO LIVE IS CHRIST; TO DIE IS GAIN." Now I know that DEATH and
JUDGMENT point their ugly fingers at everything in our lives -- our experiences, our
convictions, our faith, But WHEN -~ GOD HELP US -- WHEN will we honest‘Yface the REALITY
of DEATH and JUDGMENT? ....... We use the wonds "in memory of'" those who have died
rather than face the real reality. We don't even like to use the word, '"dead, died,”
Rather, we use euphemisms like '"passing away" or "falling asleep.” Funeral homes have
become COSMETIC PARLORS in a futile attempt to DISGUISE the ugly reality of death. Some
people say that DEATH has NO REALITY at all --- it is ONLY AN ILLUSION. And our
infatuation with the IMMORTALITY (F THE SOUL -- as if there were something in me that is

eternally indestructible -- helps us to refuse to face the FACT (F LIFE which is DEATH.

Now that I have started, let me press the point even farther. I have always been leery
of EULOGIES at funerals -- so often a hunting ground for SOMETHING GOOD TO SAY about a

person who has died that sometimes the person remembered is NO LONGER RECOGNIZABLIE by





those who knew him or her best., EULOGIES suggest that we must find some good in a
person -- or that person is not worth remembering. So it is that we say, '""Speak only
good of the dead.” ...... Well, I would like to know whatever happened to the honest
theology in the hymn: ''Chief of sinners though I be, Jesus shed His blood for me."
Whatever happened to the truly great passages of Scripture like: "WHILE WE WERE YET
SINNERS, CHRIST DIED FOR US."” "WRETCHED MAN THAT I AM. WHO WILL DELIVER ME FROM THIS
BODY OF DEATH? THANKS BE TO GOD THROUGH JESUS CHRIST OUR LORD.'" 'O DEATH, WHERE IS THY

STING? O GRAVE, WHERE IS THY VICTORY?.... THANKS BE TO GOD WHO GIVETH US THE VICTORY

THROUGH OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST."

That is what it means to be a "SAINT." "Saints' are FORGIVEN ONES. They are "WASHED IN
THE BLOOD OF THE LAMB .!" And they will RETURN WITH CHRIST on the Last Day...... The poini
is that God does not just "speak good of the dead" -- He remembers all! And it is
instructive to recall that at the resurrection, the first reaction in every one of the
resurrection narratives was NOT UNQUALIFIED JOY or RELIEF -- but it was FEAR AND AWE.
The reason? Because now ALL was ALIVE again -- the betrayals, the denials, the desertior
under pressure --- ALL was remembered and brought back to life again. No wonder the
Gospels record the first reaction: "AND THEY WERE AFRAID!" For who could possibly want

EVERYTHING -~ EVERYTHING -- brought to LIFE AGAIN -- REMEMBERED?





But that is precisely the WONDER of GOD'S GRACE -- and HIS REMEMBERING. 'HE REMEMBERS
OUR SINS NO MORE." "AS FAR AS THE EAST IS FROM THE WEST, SO FAR HAS HE REMOVED OUR
TRANSGRESSIONS FROM US," His GRACE enfolds the WHOLE PERSON -- He takes the BAD along
with the GOOD. We don't have to try to PRETEND...... But while we are waiting for that
GREAT DAY -- when Christ will COME AGAIN with the "SAINTS'" -- it is for us, as the

apostée says to "INCREASE AND ABOUND IN LOVE TO LONE ANOTHER AND TO ALL MEN." Amen.






26th Sunday after Pentecost Rev. Carl F. Thrun
Holy Cross Lutheran Church
Sarasota, FL 34239

IN NOMINE JESU
ST. MARK 13: 1-13

NO EARTHLY PARADISE
A woman came into LIFE SOURCE COUNSELING CENTER where I have my Office. Her voice rang

through the hallway. "WHERE IS CARL? I WANT TO TALK TO CARL ABOUT CARL'S GOD! I HATE
CARL'S GOD!" There was a long silence as she just stood there looking at me. Then there
were TEARS. There were HUGS. She had just witnessed the UNTIMELY DEATH of a DEAR FRIEND
in his early 40's. He had died of CONCER...... WORDS are very WEAK and FEEBLE at such a
time. "GOD DOESN'T GIVE ANSWERS," I whispered. "HE GIVES HIMSELF." His own DEARLY

BELOVED SON was crucified at age 32.

Not many days later the telephone rang. The voice on the other end was SOBBING. "I JUST
BAILED MY SON OUT OF JAIL," she said. "HIS WHOLE CAREER WILL BE RUINED." Without going
into detail, it appears as if there was a conspiracy and that he was arrested on contrived
and trumped up charges and that now his GOOD NAME awg REPUTATION are lost. I thought of
Shakespear's dictum: "HE WHO STEALS MY PURSE STEALS TRASH, BUT HE WHO ROBS ME OF MY GOOD
NAME ROBS ME OF THAT WHICH NOT ENRICHES HIM, AND MAKES ME POOR INDEED." I found myself
saying it for the second time in less than a week. "GOD DOES NOT GIVE US ANSWERS. HE

GIVES HIMSELF." His own dear Son was the VICTIM of false and trumped up charges.

In Iowa a student does not receive a COVETED AWARD. He writes letters of anger and
premeditation beforehand. Then he goes out J‘MURDERS THREE PROFESSORS and a FELLOW
STUDENT before COMMITTING SUICIDE himself....... In the Philippines a TERRIBE TYPHOON
suddenly snuffs out the lives of SEVERAL THOUSAND PEOPLE...... The list goes on.

The POINT I am trying to make and the POINT which our text makes is that we are NOT TO
LOOK for any EARTHLY SHANGRILA -- any EARTHLY PARADISE where there are NO TRAGEDIES or
where there will be a CHRISTIANIZING OF THE WHOLE WORLD which will ultimately make all
men brothers. Instead, JESUS WARNS His disciples that there will be NO END OF WARS AND
RUMORS OF WAR -- that, indeed, the BATTLE BETWEEN GOD AND SATAN will grow INCREASINGL}'





INTENSE and the BATTLELINES will become even MORE ENTRENCHED. The BOOK OF REVELATION
speaks of the "BEAST FROM THE BOTTOMLESS PIT" who will ascend in the later stages of
history and call forth DEMONIC HORRORS. There is ABSOLUTELY NO TALK about things getting
BETTER AND BETTER oe becoming MORE AND MORE like PARADISE ON EARTH.

In fact, the OPPOSITE is true. "NATION WILL RISE AGAIST NATION, AND KINGDOM AGAINST
KINGDOM; THERE WILL BE EARTHQUAKES IN VARIOUS PLACES; THERE WILL BE FAMINES." Ouf text
goes on to say that theiCLOSEST FRIENDSHIPS and HUMAN BONDS will be BRBKEN and BETRAYED.
Jesus' disciples will be BEATEN and HATED. Man's inhumanity to man will run RAMPANT!
"BROTHER WILL BETRAY BROTHER TO DEATH, AND A FATHER HIS CHILD, AND CHILDREN WILL RISE
AGAINST PARENTS MAY¥E HAVE THEM PUT TO DEATH."

FAITH struggles to MAKE SENSE out of all this. When UNRIGHTEOUSNESS gets the upper hand
and LOVE GROWS COLD, we try to GET BY by saying to ourselves that GOD DIRECTS THE WOES OF
HISTORY toward His own GREAT FULFILLMENT. When the GOING GETS TOUGH and the BURDENS HANG
HEAVY upon us, we try to COMFORT OURSELVES by saying that GOD IS PURIFYING US IN THE FIRE
and PREPARING US for better things. But when TROUBLE AND ADVERSITY keep right on PILING
UP and there seems to be NO END OF IT, then we are apt to cry out to high heaven: "ALL
RIGHT ALREADY; ENOUGH ALREADY; GOOD GOD, I'VE HAD ALL I CAN TAKE!" And then FAITH has to
face the fact that WE ot OUR FRIENDS or OUR LOVED ONES are not only "RUN THROUGH

THE WRINGER," as we say, "BUT STUCK BETWEEN THE ROLLERS." We enounter the ABYSS OF

&
MEANINGLESSNESS. And FAITH has to hang onto tée THIN THREAD that at such times "GOD DOES
NOT GIVE ANSWERS. HE ONLY GIVES HIMSELF." And out of the STORM there comes that STILL,

SMALL VOICE that says, "FEAR NOT! I AM HERE! I WILL NEVER LEAVE YOU OR FORSAME YOU! YOU

ARE MINE!"

Remember JOB of 0ld? At first Job imagined himself to be in the SCHOOL OF SUFFERING.
He thought he could FIND MEANING in the SUDDEN TRAGEDIES that afflicted him. He was the
richest man of his time. "HE HAD SEVEN THOUSAND SHEEP, THREE THOUSAND CAMELS, FIVE

FivE
HUNDRER YOKE OF OXEN, HAYE HUNDRED DONKEYS, AND VERY MANY SERVANTS." He also had SEVEN





SONS and THREE DAUGHTERS. 1In a SINGLE DAY due to a SURPRISE ATTACK by foreign invaders
and a TERRIBLE FIRE caused by lightning and a TORNADO which flattened the house and killec
alllof his children who were having a party --- in a SINGLE DAY he LOST IT ALL. Job
thought he could FIND MEANING out of these SUDDEN TRAGEDIES. So he says with PIOUS
RESIGNATION, "THE LORD GAVE, AND THE LORD HAS TAKEN AWAY; BLESSED B THE NAME OF THE LORD.
But then, when he thought he had GRADUATED from the SCHOOL OF SUFFERING and there was
NOTHING MORE TO LEARN, Job gets MAD AT GOD. Weren't the DISASTROUS FIRES and STORMS and
BLOODSHED of his servants and LOSS OF HIS CHILDREN -- wasn't that ENOUGH? Now come these
PUTRIFYING SORES which BEFOUL HIS BODY and he ends up on a GARBAGE DUMP. Wasn't that a
MONSTROUS CONTRADICTION of everything he HELD ON TO and BELIEVED IN? Who can MAKE SENSE
out of this COMPLETELY NONSENSICAL PUNISHMENT of a RIGHTEOUS MAN? Was there any point in
LIVING any longer? Everything that had MATTERED FOR HIM was §?§§?fl snuffed out! .....
Do you know what it is to CRY INTO THE STORM and receive NO ANSWER -- to be SICK AT HEART

and FIND NO HEALING?

The name of our church iis HOLY CROSS -- and it is truly a GORGEOUS CROSS which adorns our
chancel. But the Cross is a SYMBOL OF DEFEAT before it is a SYMBOL OF VICTORY. "GOD DOES
NOT GIVE US ANSWERS! HE GIVES US HIMSELF!™ Jesus shares with us the DARKNESS of what it
is like to be WITHOUT GOD! “MY GOD, MY GOD, WHY HAVE YOUR FORSAKEN ME -- WHY HAVE YOU
LEFT ME HOLDING THE:BAG -- HOLDING THE WORLD -- WHEN I CAN HARDLY ANY LONGER HOLD UP MY
OWN HEAD?" He joins the NAKED and the HELPLESS ONES, the VICTIMS and all the others who

have JUST HAD IT.

But there is more! THE LORD IS COMING AGAIN! All the FLOODS and FIRES which CLEANSE the
wowld will SUBSIDE before HIS THRONE. Our PAINS and ANXIETIES are but BIRTHPANGS. Like a
PREGNANT MOTHER we are filled with JOY and ANTICIPATION of the GREAT EVENT ahead -- where
PAIN and SORROW are MYSTERIQUSLY TRANSFORMED by the BRIGHTNESS OF ADVENT. "JESUS CHRIST
WILL COME AGAIN IN GLORY TO JUDGE THE LIVING AND THE DEAD, AND HIS KINGDOM WILL HAVE NO ENI





G+ s
This is the SURETY" which Daniel holds out to the people oﬁ\day. SYRIAN OPPRESSORS had

done their worst. God's people were HANGED for keeping the SABBATH and their KOSHER DIET.
Some were FORCEFED PORK and others were EXECITED at the TIME OF PRAYER. Daniel lifts up
his eyes and sees the ARCHANGEL MICHAEL coming to the rescue. Daniel sees beyond the
BLOODY PAGES of OBSERVABLE EVENTS. He sees GOD'S FULFILLMENT of His promises BEYOND HISTI(
-- and if HISTORY is TOO SMALLAN AREA for God to complete His work, then the FINAL CHAPTEF
will be written at ANOTHER TIME, ANOTHER PLACE. "MANY OF THOSE WHO SLEEP IN THE DUST OF
THE EARTH SHALL AWAKE, SOME TO EVERLASTING LIFE, AND SOME TO SHAME AND EVERLASTING CONTEMF
THOSE WHO ARE WISE SHALL SHINE LIKE THE BRIGHTNESS OF THE SKY, AND THOSE WHO LEAD MANY TO
RIGHTEOUSNESS, LIKE THE STARS FOREVER AND EVER."

THAT'S THE PROMISE! GODUDOESN'T GIVE US ANSWERS, but we already possess a SAVIOUR whom we
know will "BE WITH US ALWAYS, EVEN TO THE END OF THE WORLD." Jesus says that we are to
WATCH and WAIT for Him -- that He will come to us OVER THE WAVES and OVER THE TUMULTS to
meet us from the OTHER $IDE. As the world perishes by FLOOD AND FIRE, anRAINBOW will agai
shine over it! WE MUST NOT BE FOOLED BY THE DARKNESS BEFORE THE DAWN. "HE WHO EDURES TO

THE END WILL BE SAVED.

Joseph wittig%Q&% said that the BIOGRAPHY OF A MAN ought to begin with his DEATH rather
than his BIRTH -- that it can be written only FROM THE END BACK TOWARDS THE BEGINNING --
because only at the END can the TOTALITY OF A PERSON'S LIFE become visible in its ful=-
[l 1T PO THE SAME IS TRUE OF HISTORY!

When the FINAL HOUR OF THE WORLD has STRUCK -- when the HOUR OF THE SECOND ADVENT arrives
-- when FAITH SEES WHAT IT HAS BELIEVED and when UNFAITH MUST FACE WHAT IT HAS NOT BE-
LIEVED, then the TRUE HISTORY and BIOGRAPHY OF THE WORLD will be revealed. And those who
still "ENDURE TO THE END" will be found raising their voices out of the depths: "THOUGH TH
EARTH BE REMOVED AND THOUGH THE MOUNTAINS BE CARRIED INTO THE MIDST OF THE SEA, WE WILL NO
FEAR. YOU, LORD, ARE OUR REFUGE AND STRENGTH, A VERY PRESENT HELP IN TIME OF TROUBLE.
AMEN! COME, LORD JESUS! COME QUICKLY! AMEN!






%MMW%/

/ﬂm/g/@/ﬂ Wﬁ/dW@M
Moo te Ay~ ot WM%M/
%WWQ’M/[

Aoy — WW%WMM,%

~A———
/W%’%«r O der o,

%/&%%Zf %//%//,%y
W /WW ﬁ






7,

,_"_,_.—--_-—_-__—-—\

10 fridhenaide & _efo ) :z;z,,,;ﬂg/
“%M/ f//ﬂotj,
- ﬁ//%// f%:%/f%ﬁ : o
_,,/427 Wekte =Pl ccint —crets W/
“”;"‘j% .
~6Z%f@%ﬁﬂw0A%¢A%%?a@M7
AL
e Spt ] W spccat Be cocs [
et |

i e b At o
— st 2

2 ; / _, _— »
it R pm—
ﬁiﬁﬁfMWL e 2§ v )

— @MWW
G

& s . =
— & YGepopnt T Lipr— 1o B A ik e

cadl e _tatons Fo Sl ~ D R ohrec





f Z%M ¥-c2q

2w = /
=T he Lopel A plcd o erz
ok W/ 7

e 7 WWW’












IN NOMINE JESU
ST. MT. 25: 14-30 NOTHING VENTURED / NOTHING GAINED

IN ORDER TO GET THIS SERMON STARTED, I'D LIKE YOU TO FILL IN THE

BLANKS WITH A NUMBER OF SAYINGS WE ALL GREW UP WITH. THE/1ST IS THE
SERMON TITLE: NOTHING URE Pon't 7hde vt

/ USEEROR __ / mm , YOU ____/ PUT'WOUR'NOSE TO THE /
NO/PAIN, NO /Amarmnmsmswnﬂm /™M

SURE WE COULD GO ON & ON. THE POINT I AM TRYING TO MAKE IS THAT WE
ALL HAVE BEEN GIVEN MANY GIFTS & TALENTS & JESUS WANTS US TO USE
THEM! THE ONE MAN IN OUR GOSPEL BURIED HIS TALENT, FEARING THE
REPRISALS HE WOULD SUFFER IF HE LOST IT. THE

OTHER 2 TOOK THEIR TALENTS & MULTIPLIED THEM.

HAVE YOU EVER NOTICED HOW JESUS SPENT HIS WHOLE LIFE TURNING
THINGS AROUND? THIS WAS HIS SPECIALTY. THE

PEOPLE HAVE FORGOTTEN WHO I AM / _TUR :

LITTLE GIRL DYING -- _'I:U.RN_THIS_ARQHND._PEOPLE ARE DISHONORING THE

TEMPLE -- TURN THIS AROUND!..... JESUS CAME TO GIVE US A WHOLE NEW
MINDSET. THE WORD "REPENT" MEANS TO TURN AROUND. / NORMAN VINCENT

PEALE GIVES US THIS GREAT ADVICE: "WHEN YOU SEE A PROBLEM COMING
DOWN THE ROAD, HOLLER, 'HELLO PROBLEM, WHERE HAVE YOU BEEN? . I
HAVE BEEN TRAINING FOR YOU ALL MY LIFE!'"..... LOOK AT THE TEACHER
WHO TOOK A SPECIAL INTEREST IN A CHILD BORN BLIND & LABELED
"MENTALLY RETARDED" ONLY TO HAVE HELEN KELLER TURN INTO A WOMAN
WHO HAS INSPIRED MILLIONS. / A YOUNG COUPLE ADOPTS A CHILD & SLOWLY
THE FRIGHTENED LITTLE BOY GETS A TURNED-AROUND IMAGE OF WHAT
REAL PARENTAL LOVE CAN BE / PHYSICALS & SCIENTISTS REVERSE THE
PROGRESS OF DISEASES! / ARTISTS TAKE EMPTY CANVASSES & TURN THEM
INTO PAINTINGS THAT TAKE YOUR BREATH AWAY. /

A WOMAN WRITES A BOOK ABOUT SLAVERY "DUNCLE TOM'S CABIN" FUELS A
WAR THAT CHANGES AMERICA FOREVER. / WE HAVE ALL BEEN GIVEN GIFTS &

TALENTS TO TURN THINGS AROUNDW >y /Mm/___.———c*

FILL IN THE BLANKS ONCE MORE: ALL DEPENDS ON OUR POSSESSING
GOD'S GRACE\ HIS UNDESERVED LOVE FOR US/GIVES US THE COURAGE TO
DO WHAT WE CANNOT DO BY OURSELVES.... STEVE BROWN TELLS THIS
MARVELOUS STORY ABOUT A KING WHO RULED IN A GREAT KINGDOM. ' HE
ENJOYED BEING KIN& / ENJOYED ALL THE THINGS THAT WENT WITH BEING
KING. HE GAVE JUSTICE & EQUALITY TO EVERYONE ALL THE PEOPLE IN THE
KINGDOM LOVED HIM. WHEN THEY LEARNED THAT THE KING WAS GOING
TO HAVE A SON, THEY WERE OVERJOYED. THE SON WAS BORN & H’
QUICKLY BECAME THE APPLE OF HIS FATHER'S EYE. THE KING LOVED'¥
SON' MORE\THAN HE LOVED LIFE'ITSELF. EVERYDAY AFTER HIS LC
MEETINGS & HARD DECISIONS, THE KING WOULD GO HOME & PLAY WITH +_/






SON IN THE GARDEN BEHIND THE CASTLE. EVERYDAY THEY PLAYED
TOGETHER & EVERYDAY EACH LOOKED FORWARD TO THAT TIME
TOGETHER. / ONE DAY THE KING WAS LATE & THE LITTLE BOY WAS WAITING
IN THE GARDEN. HE THEN BEGAN TO EXPLORE AROUND THE FOREST BEHIND
THE CASTLE. HE WANDERED AROUND & SOON IT BEGAN TO GET DARK. HE
WAS LOST & HE GOT PANICKY & HE STARTED RUNNING AROUND, FALLING IN
THE MUD. / ALL NIGHT LONG HE WANDERED AIMLESSLY. / AT DAYLIGHT HE
EMERGED INTO A LITTLE VILLAGE -- ALL TATTERED & DIRTY & LOOKING
LIKE A BEGGAR. HE RAN UP TO A MAN & SAID, "I'M THE KING'S SON! I'M THE
PRINCE!" THE MAN SMILED & SAID, "YEA, SURE."” / HE WENT TO ANOTHER
ADULT & DID THE SAME THING.---- MEANWHILE THE KING WAS FRANTIC TOO.
HE SENT HIS ARMY TO LOOK FOR HIS SON. / DAYS & WEEKS & MONTHS &
YEARS WENT BY....& HIS SON WAS NOT FOUND! THE BOY BECAME A BEGGAR/
FELL IN WITH A BAD CROWD / THOUGHT TO HIMSELF, "MAYBE I'M NOT THE
KING'S SON / MAYBE I DREAMED THE WHOLE THING UP." / SOON HE BECAME
THE MOST WANTED CRIMINAL IN THE WHOLE KINGDOM, COMMITTING THE
WORST CRIMES...... THROUGH SOME ODD CIRCUMSTANCES THE KING
FINALLY LEARNED THAT THIS ARCH CRIMINAL WAS HIS LONG, LOST SON.
THE SON WAS ARRESTED / PUT IN A DUNGEON / & THE KING HAD A DILEMMA!
IF HE SET HIS SON FREE, THEN ALL THE CRIMINALS WOULD HAVE TO GO
FREE, / HE WENT DOWN TO THE DUNGEON THE NIGHT BEFORE HIS SON WAS
TO BE EXECUTED / ENTERED HIS SON'S CELL SAID, "YOMRE MY SON." /
"YEA, THAT'S WHAT THEY TELL ME, BUT I THOUGHT THAT WAS ONLY A
FANTASY." THE KING CONTINUED, "TOMORROW YOU ARE GOING TO DIE, &
THERE IS NOTHING I CAN DO ABOUT IT. THE SON SAID, "I KNOW." THE KING
CONTINYED, "SON, FTHAVE DECIDED TO BREAK ALL THE RULES WITH WHICH I
HAVE EMPIRE! YOU ARE FREE TO LEAVE." AND WITH THAT HE
LEFT.....AN IMPISH GRIN CAME ACROSS THE BOY'S FACE -- "THAT OLE
SENTIMENTAL FOOL!" HE TESTED THE DOOR & IT WAS OPEN / DASHED OUT
INTO THE NIGHT & RETURNED TO HIS OLD GANG.... TWO WEEKS LATER HE
LEARNED AN AWESOME TRUTH / HIS FATHER HAD GONE TO THE GALLOWS IN
HIS PLACE.

QUESTION; WHAT HAPPENED TO THE SON? DID HE COME BACK & REPENT OF
ALL HE HAD DONE? OR DID HE JUST THANK HIS LUCKY STARS THAT HE HAD
BEEN BORN THE SON OF A DOTING FATHER ...... YOU & I ARE THAT SON! IT'S UP
TO US! WHAT WILL WE DO WITH GOD'S GRACE? GOD HAS OFFER US ALL
FREEDOM, GUILTY AS WE ARE. DOES THAT MEAN WE WILL USE OUR GIFTS &
TALENTS, OR IS THIS A LICENSE TO LOAF? ... HOLY CROSS IS BUILT ON THE
PRINCIPLE THAT GOD'S GRACE GIVES PEOPLE THE TALENTS & ABILITIES TO DO
THINGS THEY WOULD NEVER DO OTHERWISE! MY HIGHEST HOPE FOR YOU IS
THAT ONCE YOU GET IN TOUCH WITH THE REALITY OF HOW MUCH GOD LOVES
YOU, IT WILL BE A NEW POWER THAT YOU HAVE NEVER HAD BEFORE. IF YOU
0 NOT KNOW HIM, I PRAY THAT YOU WILL KNOW HIM BEFORE THIS WEEK IS
~VER.






