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~ev. 1..ac .a. l' • 1 u run 


Few stories are more dear t o the Christian heart than THIS STORY of THE TWO DISCIPIE~ 


ON THE WAY TO EMMAUS. Here in a few sentences all the COMFORT and Gt.ORY OF EASTER 


are applied direc tly to t he PROBIEMS OF LIFE AND LIVING . Here we see , CIEARLY AND 


F t NALLY, the meaning of t he OPEN TOMB for our OWN JOURNEY t oward the LAST SUNSET. 


The ENl'IRE STORY began in CONFUSION AND PAIN and ended in F AtTH AND .JOY . It began 


ended 
in DARKNESS and in the WHITE LIGHT of EASTER MORNING and the RISI~ OF THE SUN OF 


RIGHTEOUSNESS • It began i n LONELINESS and ended in the MAGNJF ICENr TRtrrH that NO 


BELIEVING HEART need ever to ALONE again . 


Look at what happened. On the afternoon of the FIRST EASTER DAY, two of the SlORROWU 


DIS.CIPIES weary with the BLACK MEMORY of GOOD FRIDAY - - were walking toward EMMAUS 


Their hearts will filled with SADNESS AND FEAR. They were face to f ace with the END 


OF EVERYTHING they bad HOPED AND BELIEVED . Three da ys bad come and gone s ince the 


NEWS OF HIS DEATH had reached them. Nothing more had happened. True, a f ew of the 


FAITHFUL WOMEN had been at the TCIMB that morning and had astonished them by reporting 


that the BODY was not in the grave and that they bad seen a " VISION OF A~EIS . ' ' But 


that seemed to be only WII.J> RUMOR! - cilAJ # t7-<J/ ~ti(/ ~-r;1·"fl1-' ~ 
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As they walked and talked~ JESUS joined them on the way. Their EYES -- DARK WITH 


SORROW and BLINDED BY TEARS -- did not recognize Him. He asked the reason for their 


SADNESS • They told Him the story of the MIGHI'Y WORDS AND DEEDS of HIM whom they had 


now lost -- of His SHAMEFUL DEATH -- of the RUIN of all their HOPES ARD DREAMS -- and 


of the STRANGE REPORT of the WOMENt'.i •••• •• Their whole life was now EMPR'~'AND WlTHOlJI' 


MEANING! 


And then the STRANGER spoke! " AND BEG INNING WITH MOSES AND ALL THE P'ROPHETS. HE 


INTERPRETED TO THEM IN ALL THE SCRIPTURES THE THIN:;S CONCERNING HOOEIF ." He reached 


far back into the DAWN OF TIME in order to show them WHY GOOD FRIDAY and the CROSS ha 


to come. He spoke of AD.AM AND E\1Ei·7and PARADISE LOST -- of ABRAHAM and the PROMISE 


THAT " IN HIM ALL THE NATIONS OF THE EARTH WOUID BE BLESSED" -- of MOSES and DAVID and 


ISAIAH. He showed them how the PROPHETS bad FORETOLD EVERYTHING that had happened . 


He explained that this was NO SUDDEN and UNEXPECTED EVEN!' planned and executed by the 


powers of darkness --- but THIS - EVERY S INGIB STEP - was a part of the ETERNAL 


CO~EIS OF THE HOLY TRINITY -~--- CO?«:EIVED IN ETERNITY and EXECUTED IN TIME: ''WAS I 


NOT NECESSARY THAT THE CHRIST SHOULD SUFFER THESE THl~S AND ENTFR INTO HIS GLORY?" 


Don't you see that the STORY OF THE WOME'N has to be true? Don't you understand that 


the ANGELS AT JOSEPH'S TOMB have only ONE MISSION -- and that is to make THIS MESSAGE 


REAL? They had been there to say that they SAVIOR HAD COME INTO TH! WOtltD whett CmttS· 







was born in Bethlehem. And ever since they have been STANDIR; ON TIP-TOE to say it 


E. 
now --- that CHRIST IS ALIVE and that BE HAS FUU'ILIED VERY WORD CF HIS PROMISES to 


them. 


Out there in the DAR~SS OF CALVARY He bad cried out: " IT IS FINISHED !" The TRIUM.PJ 


OF HIS SUFFERING -- the COMPLETION <:E THE GREAT WORK which He came to do -- the 


VERIFICATION OF THE ANGEL'S SONG: "A SAVIOR, WHICH IS CHRIST THE LORD'' _.,. .. ___ that u 


all assured now BY FAttH: 110 FOOLISH MEN, AND SLOW OF HEART TO BELIEVE ALL THAT THE 


PROPHETS HA VE SPOKEN . 11 


No wonder they did not know Him. But see how LOVI~ and PERSISTENI' .Jesus is. The 


MARVEL of the WHOIE CHRISTIAN GOSP&L is that He does not GIVE UP on us~ We are such 


FEET DRAGGERS ~ •• • ••• Only after JESUS had gone in to " STAY WITH THEM," the simple 


little act of "BREAK!~ THE BREAD AND BLESSING IT" suddenly opened their eyes so that 


they ' 'KNEW HIM . " •• • •••• They ran those SEVEN MIIES back to .Jerusalem -- it must havE 


seemed like only a 100 yard dash -- and they couldn't wait to TELL THE STORY: " HE WAS 


KNOWN TO US IN THE BREAKING OF THt BREAD • 11 THE GRAVE WAS REALLY EMPTY~ THEIR LORD 


WAS ALIVE! HE HAD WON THE FINAL VICTORY OVER DEATH! Now they KNEW that EASTER. had 







Many centuries before the dawn of that FIRST EASTER, a GREAT CRY WRm«; from the HE.AR'l 


AND LIPS CF JOB: " I KNOW TH....\T MY REDEEMER LI\'ES . 1
' That CRY bas been TAKEN UP and 


REPEATED by COURI'ELESS SAINl'S across the ages of time . It has become the GREAT, 


ETERNAL MESSAGE of the OPEN GRAVE and the EMPI'Y TC!ilB . It has become the EVERLASTING 


ANTIPHON of the CHRISTIAN HE.ART: " I KNOW THAT MY REDEEMER LIVES . '' Each one of us --


each man, woman, and child -- we can ALL SING IT and KNOW IT. The STONE IS ROLLED 


AWAY -- and is an ErERNAL WITNESS and MONUMBNI to our SAVIOR'S LIVING PRESENCE with 


us! 


There is nothing VAGUE or INDEFINITE about the MESSAGE! It reads like your MORNING 


NEWSPAPER. CHRIST LIVES~ HE LIVES WITH US~ HE LIVES FOR US! •••••• A BELIEVIN:7 CHI 


can understand this. It is SURE AND CLR.Alt. It is a FACT witnessed by HISTORY and 


certified by FAITH~ 


Look at those EARLY CHRISTIANS as they took the words of JESUS seriously -- that 


" RFPEN.rANCE AND FORGIVENESS <F SINS SHOUU> BE PREACHtD IN HIS NAME TO ALL NATIONS ." 


The WHOLE ROMAN EMPIRE began to tremble at these NEW BEARERS OF THE CROSS -- SURE NOW 


THAT DEATH COULD NOT HARM THEM. If they were BURNED AT THE STAKE, they knew that the· 


were TORCHES FOR THE GOSPEL. If they DIED, their FACES at! :rthe moment of death were 


like that of STEPHEN'S -- the ' 'FACE OF AN ANGFL . 11 
•• ••• Why? Because He had answered 







their prayer "ABIDE WITH US " with the great sentence which ends all LONELINESS AND 


FBAR for the Christian heart: " LO, I AM WITH YOU ALWAYS, TO THE CLOSE OF THE AGE ." 


Amen. 
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1 THE FEAST <R TH£ RESURRECTION OF OUR LORD 


I
. R.ollfng Meadows -- 1979 


IN NOMIN£ JESU 


Kev. ~ar L 1· • Tnrun 


T)IE IN'l'ROIT FCll EASTER DAY: WHEN I AWAK" I AM STILL WITH THEE. BALLELU.JAH! THOU 
BAST LAID THINE HAND UPON ME • HALLELUJAH! SUCH KNOWLEDG 


IS TOO WONDERFUL Fat ME: IT IS HIGH, I CANNar ATTAIN UNTO IT. HALLELUJAH! HAL· 
IEWJAH! 0 LORD, THOU HAST SEARCHED !fit AND KNOWN ME:: THOU KNOWEST MY DOWNSITTING AND 
MINE UPRISING. 


GLORY BR TO TUR FATHER AND TO THE SON AND TO THE HOLY GHCST; AS IT WAS IN THE. BEGIN­
NING, IS NOW, AND E:VER SHALL BE, WORU> WITHOUT END • 


(Psalm 139: 18) 


Almost 1600 years ago Easter came to the Holy Land. In the caves of Bethlehem St . 


Jerome was reading the appointed Psalms. He had come from the city of Trier where he 


observed most carefully the ancient holy hours. In the year 373 he started for 


.Jerusalem. He had to stop tin Antioch of Syria because of a serious illness. In a 
.,-.;:.;;;;..::;.:.::~--------


dream Christ appeared to him and drove him out to the desert for three years. In the 


year ~ Damasus recalled him to R.ome to r~e the ~in Bib}!) By ~ he was back 


in Bethlehem to begin his work of building for the Church the most solid parts of her 


present liturgy and lessons. And out of that came the splendor of our present Introit --
f_?r .;he.Jlay -- from Psalm 139: ' 'WHEN t Ji AM STILL WITH THEE. ALLELUIA ~ " •• • •••• 


That's the way it is written on Jerome's tomb in the Holy City! 


When the chains which have bound us fast to Winter in this year finally begin to 


loosen up -~ when people are actually beginning to smile again and are pointing with 


pride to their T-shirts and bumper stickers. " I survived the blizzard of ' 79 " -- when 


nature awakens out of its coldness and death -- when the melting snow pours down from 


the bills in a thousand tumbling brooks -- when the frozen crust of the earth begins 







break up and the little plants break through -- when the birds begin to chirp and sing 


because the Spring sunshine has warmed them all ---~ then we can say that NATURE TOO 


cel:ebrates the RISEN LORD. Everything in the world outside seems to blend with the 


sound of the BEL~ OF RASTER and brings us JOY after the darkness and cold of the 


dead Winter days : 


NATURE and LrrURGY seem to blend together into a mighty smyphony. They seem to play 


endless variations on the theme which the RESURRECTION INTROIT brings: " When 1 awake, 


I am still with Thee . Alleluia !" ••••• • We have time today to stop and take a look at 


this EASTER MYSTERY and JOY so that its GOU> AND GLORY may fill our hearts and make it 


Easter for our LIFE AND HOME. 


Goethe said it best: : "So long as you do not have 
This dying and reviving, 
So long you're but a tired guest 
Upon the darkling world .'' 


Dying and reviving -- that is the GREAT LAW under which the whole universe functions. 


Everywhere we see how NEW LIFE araises from the DEAD RARTH. Jesus called attention to 


this GREAT LAW when He said: nTRULY, TRULY, 1 SAY TO YOU, UNLESS A GRAIN CF WH£AT F ALI 


INTO THE EARTH AND DIES, IT REMAINS ALONE; BUI' IF IT DIES IT BEARS MUCH FRUIT ." 1. i. J. • • 


So the kernel of wheat must die in order that a new sprout might be born and a new 


1 if e appear • 







This LAW applies equally well in the realm of the ~ and the spirit. The natural, 


ambitious person must !..!.!. if the greater life is to appear. In other words, much of 


what we call our existence must be overturned in order that we may attain the TRUE 


LIFE. Even Nietzsche affirms, " Only where there are graves, can there be resurrect ion 


The GREAT RULE -- " through death to life'' -- found it HIGHEST FUIJ'ILUfEN'l' in ~ 


CHRIST. Even His disciples could not understand at first. And our Lord Himself --


with His human sensitivity -- shudders int the Garden of Gethsemane when He faces this 


mystery. Still He hangs on to the Father's promise that He would not ''U:AVE HIS SOUL 


IN HELL Nelt SUFFER HIS HOLY ONE TO SEE CORRUPTION .'' And at the end of His bitter 


suffering, He prays confidently: ' ATHER, INTO YOUR HANDS I PLACE MY SPIRIT ." 


Just look at how this found FUIJ'II.Ut!Nr. "Deat .. becomes :-ie gate to life . '1 Jesus' 


faith and trust is vindicated. Through His death He found that He would die no more • 


death had no more dominion over Him -- through death He conquered death. He celebratE 


a resurrection which stands unique in the history of the whole world .••••• And His 


follows in every age have attached themselves to His resurrection. St. Paul speaks fc 


every Christian: " I LIVE, YET NOT I, 8111' CHRIST LIVES IN ,, ".r ME TO LIVE IS 


CHRIST, AND TO DIE IS GAUt ." 







CHRIST LIVES! We really no longer need proof of the fact of the Resurrection. We on] 


have to look at the men and women who have followed Him -- and we see that He did not 


remain in death. HE HAS comUERED DEATH! He LIVES and SHOWS US HOW TO LIVE in a 


constant, new, holy, and godly life •• over the history of Christianity we can write 


the great words from the letter to the Hebrews: " JESUS CHRIST IS THE SAME YESTERDAY, 


AND TOOAY, AND FCllEVER ." 


CHRIST LIV£$! Does He live in your soul too? That is the GREAT EASTER QURSTION whicll 


comes to all on Easter Day. The answer is not dependent on whether Christ did once 


rise -- but whether HE REALLY HAS AllISEN IN US -- that we are truly RESURRECTED 


CHRISTIANS ••••• •• To be that means simply to SERVR GOD with a NEW AND LIVING HEART. 


The HEART is, after all, the PLACE CF LOVE. SERVING GOD WITH A NEW HEART means that 


we serve Him with a NEW LOVE also. 


If I could have the answer to one prayer for each one of you today, it would have to 


be that BECAUSE CF THE RESURRECTION, YOUR WHOLE LIFE HAS CHA?-."GED: -- That SOME DAY, 


because we were here together this Easter Day, someone might say, " I am no longer what 


I once was - - I have been changed by the bright glory of the Easter Hope in my soul ." 


Then the GCSPEL would have it TRIUMPH! We could look at people and things in a NEW 







LIGHT ·- the LIGHf <F EASTER. " WHEN I AWAKE I AM STILL WITH THEE. ALIEW:U. ~ " 


Some day it must come true that we who have ' 'RISEN WITK CHRIST " are really RISEN 


PBOPIJt. • • • •• It means very definitely that we are a small piece of the LIFE OF GOD 


that a small part of the HEART OF GOD has broken off to live in us ••••••• These are 


the BELLS <F ETERNITY, the RINGI?«; SOUND OF TH! EASTER GL<JtY: ' n.?N I AWAKE, I AM 


STILL WITH THEE. ALIELUI.n ." Amen. 





